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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
TRISTAR Productions, Inc. President Jeffrey Rosenberg

Buys First Card Ever of First Professional Team – 1869 Cincinnati Red Stockings

HOUSTON, February 10, 2009 – More than 100 million people have seen or read about the incredible find of Bernice Gallegos at her antique store in Fresno, California.  The first trading card, which was made in 1869 by Peck & Snyder, the sporting goods firm in New York, features the first-ever Professional Baseball Team, the Cincinnati Red Stockings.  The card was purchased at an auction today by long-time sports card and memorabilia collector, Jeffrey Rosenberg, President and Chief Executive Officer of TRISTAR Productions, Inc., one of the largest producers of authenticated sports memorabilia, trading cards and collector shows.  [image: image1.png]



“This is a dream come true as a collector,” said Rosenberg, who has been collecting cards for over 35 years, the last 23 running TRISTAR.  “We have been promoting the largest sports collectors shows in the country and have seen nearly every baseball card made, but when I saw this card was available I knew that it was something that would be very special to own.  It is truly a piece of American history.  These players were the best in the world at the time, went undefeated, played without gloves or agents, and were the very first all-star team, which lead to the birth of Professional Baseball.”
Collectors of TRISTAR® Productions, Inc. Hidden Treasures® products have found some of the most valuable trading cards and memorabilia in the world, including the world’s most valuable baseball card - the T206 Honus Wagner, the 1916 M-101 Babe Ruth Rookie Card and many more.  While TRISTAR has not announced its plans at this time for the 1869 Peck & Snyder Cincinnati Red Stockings first-ever Professional Team Baseball Card, it is probably a safe bet that at some point a lucky collector might find it in a package of their trading cards. 
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“While we have not yet decided what we will ultimately do with the card, I think it would be a great idea for collectors in the Northern California area to have another chance to see the card, so we will probably bring it to display at our big collectors show at the Cow Palace in San Francisco, May 1-3 featuring appearances by Willie Mays, Willie McCovey, Randy Johnson, Jim Rice and more stars,” said Rosenberg.
Houston-based TRISTAR Productions, Inc. is the nation’s leading producer of sports collectibles and memorabilia.  With more than 300 autograph signings annually with the top sports superstars of yesterday and the brightest stars of today, over 200,000 authentic autographed items are produced annually at TRISTAR signings.  TRISTAR’s product lines include exclusively-licensed Minor League Baseball and TNA Wrestling trading card and memorabilia products, TRISTAR Hidden Treasures, TRISTAR SignaCuts and sports/entertainment memorabilia collectibles.  For more information about TRISTAR Productions, Inc., contact TRISTAR at 713-666-9595, via fax at 713-488-1177, mail correspondence to 4025 Willowbend, Suite 312, Houston, Texas 77025 or visit TRISTAR’s website at www.TristarProductions.com.      
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